Nellie Smith

February 20, 1935 - November 18, 2023

Nellie Fitzgerald Smith age 88, beloved wife, mother, mother-in-law, Nana, sister, and
friend passed away on Saturday, Nov. 18, 2023.

Nellie was born on Feb. 20, 1935, in Corsicana, TX, the oldest of five children born to
Vesta Lee and Aubrey Lee Fitzgerald. She married her high school sweetheart and love of
her life, John Stephen Smith of Corsicana on Jan. 24, 1953. She and John settled in
Corsicana where they raised their four children.

Nellie was a stay-at-home mom who was always there for her husband and children. She
had time and patience to spare for those in need. She enjoyed genealogy, making
scrapbooks for all her children and grandchildren, quilting, and games of dominoes, cards,
and Bunko.

Nellie was an active member of the Women’s Fellowship and Our Lady’s Altar Society at
Immaculate Conception Catholic Church where she served as vice president and
secretary. Nellie was also an active member of the Piecemakers’ Quilt Guild where she
served as president, 2nd vice president, 3rd vice president, secretary, treasurer and
librarian. She also was involved in a Bible study group, “88” and “42” groups, as well as
her much-loved Bunko group. Nellie was also a volunteer for Food for Fitness. She was
also always ready for a game of Monopoly, Life, Sequence or Checkers with her
grandchildren. Nellie was a crafter, who loved making things, especially quilts for her
children and grandchildren. Nellie loved her family dearly and enjoyed all sports especially
the ones her children and grandchildren participated in.

She was preceded in death by her parents and sisters, Joyce Shipp, Elaine Fitzgerald,
and Diane Wing.

She is survived by her loving and faithful husband of seventy years, John and her four
children including daughter, Marlys Spikes of Fort Worth; son and daughter-in-law, Paul
and Melody Smith of Corsicana; daughter, Angela Neal of Dallas; and daughter and son-
in-law, Dana and Joe Hoskins of Granbury.

She was a doting “Nana” to 13 grandchildren including Shannon (Patrick) Scott of
Kingwood, Mary-Margaret (Eric) Lemons of Aledo, Martha-Nell (John) Kennedy of Fort
Worth, Hallie (Grant) Caldwell of Bedford, Chase (Kasey) Smith of Houston, Shelley
(Turner) Bettis of Fort Worth, Holly (Cody) Daves of Pflugerville, Daniel Neal of Dallas,



Heather (Nick) Wong of Austin, Jonathon (Erica) Neal of Corsicana, Paul Hoskins of
Austin, Nicholas Neal of Dallas, and Peyton Hoskins of Granbury. She was also a proud
great-grandmother to Molly, Maggie, and Taylor Scott, Lucy and Thomas Lemons, Ellie
Claire and Mary-Alice Kennedy, Mac and Bonnie Bettis, Lydia and Conrad Caldwell, Aiden
and Isabella Smith, Franklin Neal, and Leon Wong.

Nellie is also survived by her brother and sister-in-law A.L., Jr. "Bubba" and Andrea
Fitzgerald, and sister-in-law and brother-in-law Janis and Paul Ross as well as a host of
nieces, nephews, cousins, other relatives and friends.

Rosary followed by visitation will be held at 6:00 p.m. on Tuesday, Nov. 21, 2023, at
Griffin-Roughton Funeral Home in Corsicana. A funeral mass will be held at 10:00 a.m. on
Wednesday, Nov. 22, 2023, at Immaculate Conception Catholic Church. Interment will
follow at Calvary Catholic Cemetery. Grandsons will serve as pallbearers.

The family would like to thank the staff of Twilight Nursing Home, especially Jaci Brownlow
and the staff of Hand-in-Hand Hospice for their care and support. In lieu of flowers,
donations can be made to James L. Collins Catholic School.

“We cannot see her, but she is with us still. She is more than a memory; she is a Living
Presence in all her survivors.”

Livestream video:
https://youtube.com/live/4 _h2GfLx-WM?feature=share



Cemetery Details

Calvary Catholic Cemetery

2200 West 2ND Avenue
Corsicana, TX 75110

Previous Events

Rosary Service

NOV 21. 6:00 PM (CT)

Griffin-Roughton Funeral Home, Corsicana
1530 N. 45th Street

Corsicana, TX 75110

(903) 874-4774

info@griffin-roughton.com

Visitation

NOV 21. 7:00 PM - 8:00 PM (CT)

Griffin-Roughton Funeral Home, Corsicana
1530 N. 45th Street

Corsicana, TX 75110

(903) 874-4774

info@griffin-roughton.com

Mass of Christian Burial

NOV 22. 10:00 AM (CT)

Immaculate Conception Catholic Church
3000 West Highway 22
Corsicana, TX


mailto:info@griffin-roughton.com
mailto:info@griffin-roughton.com

Tribute Wall

Griffin-Roughton Funeral Home, Inc. created a Tribute Video in memory of Nellie
Smith

In Loving Memory
Nellie Smith

1935 - 2023

Griffin-Roughton Funeral Home - November 21, 2023 at 10:34 AM

NARFE 1191 Ellis/Navarro County would like to send belated consolation to the
family of Nellie Smith. We are saddened to hear this at this late date but just was
passed down from national NARFE office. A donation will be made in her memory
to Alzheimer’s Association Dallas and Northeast Texas Chapter.

NARFE 1191 chapter - February 24 at 05:42 PM

Dear Marlys and family

Bobbie and | are saddened to read of the passing of your mom. In reading your
mom's story, God has shown she was blessed with a generational legacy of a
wonderful family. May precious memories of family give you great comfort in your
time of grief and may sweet reflections of your mom bring your family joy.

God Bless! David Fondren

David Fondren - November 21, 2023 at 01:38 AM

John and | have been friends since elementary school in the 1940’s. Nellie
Fitzgerald joined the friendship in Corsicana High School. This friendship has
thrived for more than 73 years- even though we usually have seen each only at
class reunions. Nellie and | have maintained contact with Facebook. | consider
the couple two of my best friends. Their contract will be sorely missed. My sincere
condolences to their family.

Jack Rawson - November 20, 2023 at 02:49 PM



Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of Nellie Smith.

November 20, 2023 at 01:18 PM

Electrical Maintenance - CPNPP planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?

Productld=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Nellie Smith.

Electrical Maintenance - CPNPP - November 20, 2023 at 01:18 PM

Medium Dish Garden was purchased for the family of Nellie
Smith.

November 20, 2023 at 01:18 PM

Granbury Park Dental planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?

Productld=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Nellie Smith.

Granbury Park Dental - November 20, 2023 at 12:08 PM

Emerald Garden Basket was purchased for the family of Nellie
Smith.

November 20, 2023 at 12:08 PM

Our thoughts and prayers are with all the Smith family at this time!!

John and Sharon Johnson - November 19, 2023 at 07:08 PM
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Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of
Nellie Smith.

November 19, 2023 at 06:47 PM
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