Martha J Ward

November 21, 1936 - August 12, 2018

Martha Jo Ward, 81, found peace and rest in the arms of our Lord Sunday,
August 12, 2018. She was surrounded by family and caregivers at Heritage
Oaks Retirement Village.

Martha (Sookie) was born to William Morgan and Martha Faye Lowe on
November 21, 1936 in Powell, Texas. As a child, she attended Powell School
and was baptized at Powell Baptist Church. She graduated a year early from
Kerens High School, attending Navarro Jr. College and Baylor University,
graduating with a Bachelor of Arts degree.

Martha Jo married Joseph Allen Ward from Kerens on August 31, 1957. The
couple briefly lived in Waco before moving to Midkiff, Texas. After the birth of
their three children, they relocated to Kerens to be close to family.

Martha began teaching elementary school in Kerens in 1964. She continued
her teaching career for 29 years until her retirement. Before retiring, she
received a Master of Arts in Education from Stephen F. Austin University.
After devoting herself to her students and community, Martha opened a gift
and décor shop called Mother and Daughter Creative Designs in downtown
Kerens. She was known for her beautiful jewelry designs, gift wrapping, and
floral arrangements. After two years, she relocated the shop to Corsicana,
finally settling into the old Cooper Shoe building on downtown Beaton Street.
After the death of her parents, Martha and her husband Joe moved into her
mother and father’s home in Corsicana and joined Northside Baptist Church.
Martha was preceded by her parents, William Morgan and Martha Faye (Jim)



Lowe and husband, Joseph Allen Ward.

She is survived by her sister, Morganna Harwood of Riverhills, TX; children,
Kim Phinney of Corsicana, John Ward of Dallas, and Jody Ward of Corsicana;
grandchildren Ashley, Jaimie, Laura Beth and Joseph(Joey) Ward, Kristen
Kelly and Michele McKnight; great-grandchildren Michaela Burke, Gracie
Lopez and Talon Kelly; numerous cousins, nieces, nephews and friends.

Visitation will be 1:00 pm - 2:00 pm Saturday, August 18, 2018 at Northside
Baptist Church. Funeral service will be 2:00 pm Saturday at Northside Baptist
Church with Bro. Randal Whitt officiating. Burial will follow at Prairie Point
Cemetery. Pallbearers will be Joey Ward, Steve Garlington, Dan Garlington,
Mike Daniels, Roger Davis, Adam Kelly.

In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made to Northside Baptist Church Care
Center 2800 North Beaton Corsicana, Texas 75110.



Cemetery Details

Prairie Point Cemetery

1000 NECR 3130
Kerens, TX 75144

Previous Events
Visitation

AUG 18. 1:00 PM - 2:00 PM (CT)

Northside Baptist Church
2800 North Beaton
Corsicana, TX 75110

Funeral Service

AUG 18. 2:00 PM (CT)

Northside Baptist Church
2800 North Beaton
Corsicana, TX 75110



Tribute Wall

Griffin-Roughton Funeral Home, Inc. created a Tribute Video in
memory of Martha J Ward

Griffin-Roughton Funeral Home - August 16, 2018 at 04:06 PM

Martha J Ward

October 08, 2023 at 12:04 PM

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for
the family of Martha J Ward.

August 17, 2018 at 01:34 PM

We are keeping Martha Jo Ward's family in our prayers. It is never
easy to see someone go, but we have the hope to see them again
in good health and so very happy in heaven.

The David Harwood family.

David Harwood - August 16, 2018 at 04:11 PM


https://www.griffin-roughton.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.griffin-roughton.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

The Hale Family purchased the Country Basket B
looms for the family of Martha J Ward.

The Hale Family - August 16, 2018 at 03:00 PM

53 files added to the album Life Tributes

Griffin-Roughton Funeral Home - August 16, 2018 at 02:47 PM

Rich, Brenda and Jack Woll purchased the Dawn
of Remembrance Basket for the family of Martha
J Ward.

Rich, Brenda and Jack Woll - August 16, 2018 at 12:15 PM

Jody, I'm so sorry to hear about your mom. You and your family are
in my thoughts and prayers. &

Jane Farmer - August 14, 2018 at 07:25 AM


https://www.griffin-roughton.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4357&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.griffin-roughton.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4357&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.griffin-roughton.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4357&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.griffin-roughton.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1458&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.griffin-roughton.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1458&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.griffin-roughton.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1458&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

