James M. Franks
October 28, 1935 - January 6, 2023

James Martin Franks passed away at home on Friday, January 6, 2023. From
his early years

in military school to his working experience in retail stores and the fashion
industry, he has

worked to build a life for himself and his family through community.

He was born on October 28, 1935, to Evelyn and Meyer Franks. He had an
adventurous

childhood, spending his summers at sleepaway camps in the Texas Hill
Country and Colorado.

“Jimmy” grew up in the Tyler community, attending Gary Elementary, Hogg
Junior High School,

Tyler High, and graduating from Kemper Military School in Booneville,
Missouri.

At the University of Texas at Austin he became a superfan of the football team
and the

overall college experience. Although he graduated in 1960, his love for the
Longhorns never left

him, and he continued to watch every game that he could wearing his
longhorn jacket and

cheering on the team with his friends.

He spent his first job out of college working at the Dallas department store
Titches, where he



met his wife, Patricia. They married in 1968 and proceeded to move to
Pennsylvania and El Paso

to work with various retailers. Jim was dedicated to his career and often
reflected on the lessons he learned from his Uncle Louis, who taught him
about managing stores and working hard.

They returned to Tyler in 1974 where Jim continued his career in retail,
serving as general manager of Leon’s for over 10 years. Always an active
member of the Jewish community, Jim served on the board of Congregation
Beth El and the Corsicana Hebrew Cemetery. A friend to all animals, he cared
for dogs. birds, squirrels, and most especially cats.

Preceded in death by his parents and sister, Susan Train, he is survived by his
wife of 54 years, Pat, daughter Jennifer, son-in-law Mike, and grandchildren
Evelyn and Michael.

The family would like to thank Hospice of East Texas and also, a special
thanks to LaTonya Holt and Lillie Hawkins for their care, kindness, and
exceptional care during his illness. In lieu of flowers, donations may be made
to either Hospice of East Texas or SPCA of East Texas.

Graveside committal service will be held on Monday, January 9, 2023, at
1:30pm at the Hebrew Cemetery in Corsicana with Rabbi Neal Katz officiating.



Cemetery Details

Hebrew Cemetery

W. 2nd Ave
Corsicana, TX 75110

Previous Events

Graveside Funeral Service

JAN 9. 1:30 PM (CT)

Hebrew Cemetery
W. 2nd Ave
Corsicana, TX 75110



Tribute Wall

James M. Franks

October 08, 2023 at 12:04 PM

Still thinking of Jim with a deep fondness for all that he represented.
Lots of humorous words, but never a bad word about anybody.

Jan and Hiromi Gordon/Kyoto Japan

Dr. Jan B. Gordon & Hiromi Gordon - January 08, 2023 at 11:03 PM

My dear friend, Jim.....how saddened | am to hear of your passing. May
you rest in peace and may your memory always be for a blessing. To
Pat and Jennifer and family, please accept my deepest and most
heartfelt sympathy. May happy memories of times you shared in the
past help sustain you through this difficult time in your lives.

my love tp you all, Sandy Katz

SANDRA KATZ - January 22, 2023 at 02:17 PM

Jim Franks was what kept me coming back to Tyler from Japan. His
wit and sympathy for those less well- off (including stray cats with
whom | identify) were the closest thing | had to immediate family.
Although his memory failed at the end, may our memory of Jimmy
be as a blessing to all who knew him.

Jan and Hiromi Gordon/Kyoto

Dr. Jan B. Gordon & Hiromi Gordon - January 07, 2023 at 11:45 PM



Enchanted Cottage was purchased for the family
of James M. Franks.

January 07, 2023 at 07:51 PM


https://www.griffin-roughton.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4272&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.griffin-roughton.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4272&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

